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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5105

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Education (originally sponsored by Senators
Fraser, B. Sheldon, Carlson, MAuliffe and Kohl-Well es)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 27/ 03.

AN ACT Relating to educational interpreters; and creating new
sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the Wshington
pr of essi onal educat or standards board has advisory responsibilities on
certain educational issues, including certification issues. The
| egislature further finds that there is currently no requirenent for
educational interpreters for deaf and hard of hearing students to be
certified or to neet standardi zed qualifications or conpetencies.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. By Novenber 30, 2004, the Washington
prof essi onal educator standards board shall conduct a conprehensive
review and analysis of the follow ng options and nake recomendati ons
to the governor, the Ilegislature, the superintendent of public
instruction, and the state board of education regarding the foll ow ng
options:

(1) Requiring national or state certification for all educational
interpreters for deaf students and hard of hearing students;
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(2) Designating educational interpreters as educational staff
associ at es;

(3) Requiring the state board of education to establish
conpetenci es for educational interpreters;

(4) Requiring the office of the superintendent of public
instruction, in cooperation wth institutions of higher education that
have a deaf studies program to provide a training program for
educational sign |anguage interpreters. The goal of the training
program woul d be a four-year degree in educational interpreting. The
pil ot program woul d be accessible to all areas of Washington through a
conbi nation of interactive video conferences, online courses, and face-
to-face classes; and

(5 Any other option that the Wshington professional educator
standards board deens viable to increase and nmaintain the quality and
avai lability of educational interpreters in a fiscally responsible
manner .

~-- END ---
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